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knees before him when he raised her and kissed
her several times; he seemed unusually good
humoured and was brimful of youth and life. The
public remarked on his frank easy charm. The
descriptions and portraits of the king of France
seemed to the young Polish girl far inferior to
reality; she admired the regularity of his features,
the fascinating brilliance of his eyes, his graceful
manners, and the majesty of a presence really
natural, unaffected and without conceit. She gave
in to her feelings, for her dearest hopes had been
surpassed, and she could not hide her joy.

After introducing the princesses of the blood,
Louis XV led her back to her carriage; he took
his seat in it in company with the Duchess of
Orleans, the Duchess de Bourbon, the Princesse
de Conti and Mile de Charolais. His animated
conversation, his amusing sallies engendered real
gaiety; he put himself out to entertain; and he
rarely showed himself as confident or as un-
reserved.

The castle of the de Rohan at Moret gave
shelter to the queen and her retinue for the night,
while the sovereign -went back to Fontainebleau
cohere the marriage ceremony was repeated the
icxt day. A ceremony full of pomp, such as
should tempt the brush of a Rubens of a Titian.
The chapel doors were covered with blue velvet
;vith the arms of France set thereon; the choir
fl-as spread with a wonderful Persian carpet;
xothing was spared that could present a striking
>icture of the wealth of the Court of France.